Haringey Council

Agenda item:
[No.]

'Report to Overview and Scrutiny Committee On 21 January 2009

Report Title. Repairs to Highways

Report of Niall Bolger, Director of Urban Environment

Signed :

Contact Officer :Joan Hancox, Head of Sustainable Transport: Telephone- 020 8489
1777

Wards(s) affected: All Report for: Non Key Decision

1. Purpose of the report
1.1.To provide further update information relating to progress made with
implementing the executive responses to recommendations of the Overview and
Scrutiny Committee.

2. Introduction by Cabinet Member (if necessary)
2.1. [click here to type]

3. State link(s) with Council Plan Priorities and actions and /or other Strategies:

3.1. A key action in the Council's Plan for the next three years is to improve road
condition, street infrastructure and road safety. This is to be achieved by
delivering the planned and reactive maintenance programme for roads and
pavements:




4. Recommendations

4.1.1tis recommended that the committee notes progress to date in addressing the
recommendations of the scrutiny report on repairs to highways and footpaths.

4.2 Notes the further action to be taken.

5. Reason for recommendation(s)
5.1. An update was requested by Scrutiny Committee in March 2008

6. Other options considered
6.1.N/A.

7. Summary

7.1.In March 2006, the Overview and Scrutiny Committee conducted a review of the
council's processes and procedures for repairs to highways and footpaths. The
purpose of the review was primarily to focus on repairs, maintenance and
communication issues affecting the service.

7.2.1n July 2006, a report containing executive responses to the recommendations of
the Overview and Scrutiny Committee was presented to the cabinet. The report’s
recommendations were agreed by the cabinet and in addition it was requested
that the recommendations were incorporated in the Business plan for 2007/08.

7.3.Actions to take forward the recommendations were included in the Business Pilan
and an update of progress in implementing the recommendations and further
action planned were detailed in the report to the Overview and Scrutiny
Committee in October 2007,

7.4 Further updates of progress were presented to the Committee on 17 March 2008
and officers have been further requested to provide This has been updated again
for the Committee and is attached as Appendix 1 to this report.

Report Template: Formal Bodies 2




8. Chief Financial Officer Comments

8.1. The recommendations of the Scrutiny review of highways are being progressed
through the Frontline services business plan and as part of the Council's financial
planning framework. Additional Council investment and external funding is being
utilised to assist with bringing the boroughs road and footway network up to
national standards. However, limited resource availability implies that timescales
to achieve targets may be longer that anticipated.

9. Head of Legal Services Comments

9.1.The Head of Legal Services comments that extent of the duty of a highway
authority to repair a highway is to keep the highway in such a state as to be safe
and fit for the ordinary traffic which may reasonably be expected to use it. There
is a wide discretion as to the economic approach to methods to be employed to
meet the duty.

10. Head of Procurement Comments —[ Required for Procurement Committee]
10.1. N/A

11. Equalities &Community Cohesion Comments

11.1. The Council's Equal Opportunities Policy requires services to be provided to all
stakeholders. It is therefore imperative that highway locations are adequately
maintained to ensure safe use by all categories of highway users.

11.2. The Disability Discrimination Act also requires highway authorities to ensure
that safe access is provided for disabled users of the public highway. it is
important that all highway locations are adequately maintained to avoid
contraventions of the stipulations of the Act.

12. Consultation
12.1. N/A

13. Service Financial Comments

13.1. The Highways Asset Management Plan has been developed to identify the
required level of service to be delivered for both pavements and roads.

13.2. This has ensured that budget allocations for maintenance during 2008/09 has
assisted in the improvement of the network in the most cost effective way.
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14. Use of appendices /Tables and photographs
14.1. Appendix 1 ~ Update of implementation of recommendations of the Scrutiny
Review on repairs to highways and pavements in Haringey

15.Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985

15.1. Progress update on Scrutiny Review of repairs to highways and footpaths —
17 March 2008

15.2. Executive Responses to Scrutiny Review of Repairs to Highways — 25 July
2006
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